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Vedas from his maternal uncle Kidambi Apppular
(Athreya Ramanujacharya). He became expert
expounder of Sastras both in Tamil and in San-
skrit Vidhyaranya, his boyhood friend, re-
quested him to adorn the court of Vijayanagar.
But Venkatesa saying that he was shunning the
unreal materialism and royal honour wrote
Vyragia Panchakam (five verses) in reply and
sent it to him. Venkatesa was honoured with the
titles Nigamanta Maha Desikan, Vedanta
Acharya, Kavitharki Ka Simham, and Sarva"
tantra Swatantrar. He lived atThiruvahindra-
puram near Cuddalore for some years. Then he
went to Srirangam and lived there propagating
Visishtadvaita philosophy for 14 years. He at-
tained eternal bliss at the age of 101.

Sri Desikan has composed several Stotras like
Sristuti, Bhustuti, Godastutiy Nyasa
Dasakam, Daya Sadakam and Raghuvira
Gadyam.   He has   written Kavyas like
Yadavapyudam and Hamsa Sandesam, a drama
named Sankalpa Suryodhayam, Vedanta works
like Mimamsapaduka, Commentaries like
Rahasya Raksha, Gitartha Sangraha and Ra-
hasya treatises like Rahasya thraiya Saaram.
He has also to his credit Tamil works such as
Amruthaswadmi^ Adaikalapattu, Arthapan-
chakam and Prabanda Saaram.

MANAVALA MAMUNI: Azhakia Manavala
was born at Alwar Thirunagari in Thirunelveli
District in 1366 A.D. He studied under Saila-
natharia (Thiruvoi Mozhi Pillai). Kidambi Nay-
anar and others and became an expert in both
Tamil and Sanskrit scriptures. When he was
looking after Ethiraja Sannadhi at Alwar
Thirunagari, he composed the poem Ethiraja